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Newsletter 2 – May 2019 
 

 
News from your Council  
 
Our new Historical Society Council already has 
new projects underway. The shopfront at History 
House is open every Wednesday 10am to 12md. 
Book sales also continue monthly at the Parap 
Markets 
 
REMEMBER special prices @ Parap Markets  

Next book stalls : Saturday 1st June & 7th July  
CASH SALES ONLY 

 
The new website is up, thanks to Lyn Reid and 
Robyn Smith. Check out this friendly, elegant site 
for a listing of ALL available publications. The 
proposed education kit [for primary and 
secondary schools] is being developed by Robyn 
Smith. A prototype is being put-together.  
 
Brian Reid and Matt James are doing a “recce” 
for the Darwin show day field trip 26 – 28 July to 
the Kakadu regions to explore material culture – 
old mine sites? Stations? It is expected that the 
Mary River road house will be the base, arriving 
on Thursday 25th. 
 
Janie Mason’s Connecting Darwin and the 
Eastern Front – Anzac Nursing Stories was 
launched 9/5/19 by NT Legislative Assembly 
Speaker, Kezia Purick at Parliament House, 
celebrating International Nurses’ Day with CDU  
 
Brian and Lyn Reid with the author Jackie 
Wolfe drove down to Elliott 17/5/19 for the 
launch of Jackie’s Crossed Tracks on Ngurra 
Mala: Ownership and Dispossession Requests 
and Resilience at the Centre of the Northern 
Territory of Australia, a story of Elliott and 
Newcastle Waters.  
 

 

Next talk at Burnett House with the 
Larrakeyah Branch of National Trust 

5.30 for 6pm Friday 28th June 
 

 
WHAT is our mission?  
 
At the request of past President Earl James, the 
Council is re-examining the mission of the 
Historical Society and looking to develop a 
strategic plan for the immediate future. How 
well is your Society fulfilling its mission as 
defined by its constitution? See below for what 
our constitution identifies as the objects and 
purposes of the Society. 
 
The Council is calling on members for 
comments. What are your thoughts on our 
mission? What could the Society be doing 
differently or better? Let’s have your thoughts: 
hsnt@iinet.au or 08 8946 6385 
 

 

NT Library 
Wednesday 5 June, 12:30pm  

 

'The Victoria River District Doomsday Book' 
by Dr Darrell Lewis 

 

The Victoria River country of the Northern 
Territory is renowned for its enormous cattle 
stations, beautiful landscapes, huge 
personalities and its wild history. Join Dr Darrell 
Lewis in conversation with Dr Robyn Smith and 
Victoria River cattleman Ian McBean as they 
discuss  Dr Lewis' latest e-publication: The 
Victoria River District Doomsday Book, drawing 
on more than forty years’ research in the 
Victoria River back country.  

 

Free event. Bookings recommended. 
 
 

 
Honorary Secretary, Public Officer. 



 

 

Book launch at Elliott 17th May  
 

Crossed Tracks at Ngurra Mala: Ownership and Dispossession Requests and Resilience at 
the Centre of the Northern Territory of Australia by Jackie Wolfe 

 
Jackie came from Canada to attend a meeting with many of the Elliott people who helped with 
stories and information about the region as she researched her book. Brian Reid [Historical 
Society book editor] and Lyn Reid provided accommodation and transport for Jackie and books to 
Elliott and back. The meeting at Elliot School was welcome as part of the school’s Cultural 
Programme. Jackie rewarded many of her helpers named in the book with a gift of the book. She 
gave us example of a Canadian welcome ceremony and brought a gift from Canada for Bev 
Wilson who performed the ‘Welcome to Country’. Schoolchildren were the centrepiece of the 
meeting. Many of Jackie’s helpers came on school buses. The school principal Kevin Gaskin 
introduced Jackie who spoke of the book, showing passion and commitment to her subject. The 
meeting concluded with a barbeque, indoors because of the numerous flies, doing well because 
of the dry ‘wet’ and no dung beetles. HSNT sold a rather surprising nineteen books and 
thanks the Elliot School and its staff for hosting this event. 
 

 
 

Left: Jackie Wolfe and first book sales with Jane Evans, Local Elliott Councillor; Right: Kevin 
Gaskin, local Elliott School Principal introduces Jackie Wolfe 
 
 

Book Launch at Parliament House, Darwin - 9th May  
 

Connecting Darwn and the Eastern Front – Anzac Nursing Stories  
by [Janie] Elizabeth Anne Mason  

 
Kezia Purich, NT Legislative Assembly Speaker, hosted the annual International Nurses’ Day 
celebrations with the Charles Darwin University Nursing Museum. Ninety guests enjoyed a lively 
evening and launch of the latest book from the Museum, published by the Historical Society NT. 
Society’s President, Matt James spoke of the Society and its activities and University Provost, 
Professor Sue Carthew launched the book. Over thirty books were sold. Museum Patron Dr Val 
Asche and Museum volunteers Jaci O’Brien and Jenny Hanley were presented copies of the 
book which tells our Anzac nursing story, connecting Darwin’s Salonika Street in Darwin and the 
Adelaide River War Cemetery in the Northern Territory to WW1 Eastern Front outside 
Thessaloniki and hospital sites and Anzac Streets on Lemnos in Greece.   
 

 
 

Left to right: Val Asche; Albert and Jenny Foreman; Trish Crossin, Janie Mason and Kezia Purick. 



 

 

 
 
 

Objects and Purposes of the Historical Society of the Northern Territory 
 
The objects and purposes of the Society as stated in the schedule [clause 2] of its 
constitution are: 
(a) the study of, research into and keeping of the history of the Northern and Central 

Australia or any matter of general historical interest; 
(b) to encourage the preservation and/or display of historical relics, records and other 

relevant materials, either by their deposit with a national authority or in such a 
manner considered appropriate by the Society; 

(a) to secure the preservation of places and objects of historical interest by local or 
Commonwealth authorities, or in any other way considered appropriate; 

(b) the promotion of the interchange of information by lectures, readings, discussions, 
excursions and exhibitions with publication of these as considered appropriate by 
the Society;  

(c) the printing, publication and circulation of books, journals and such other 
documents as may assist any of the objects of the Society in media [printed word, 
digital or other] as available to or considered appropriate by the Society; 

(d) the identification of places of historical interest; 
(e) the raising of funds by public prescription or otherwise for the use of the Society in 

promoting the objects of the Society; 
(f) to co-operate or affiliate with any other body whose objects are in whole or in part 

similar to those of the Society; 
(g) to apply the income of the Society wholly in promoting the objects of the Society; 

and 
(h) any other lawful acts, deeds and things which may be incidental or conducive to 

the attainment of these objects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


