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While our events and functions have been cancelled, there are plenty of on line resources available to 
enjoy history such as podcasts, stories and  photographs.   If you have run out of reading material, I have 
attached the Historical Society's current booklist for your perusal. We are still selling books!  
 
 Community Heritage Grants – applications close 4 May 2020 
Applications for the 2020 Community Heritage Grants (CHG) program are now open. 
The CHG program provides grants of up to $15,000 to community organisations such as libraries, archives, 
museums, genealogical and historical societies, multicultural and Indigenous groups. The grants are 
provided to assist with the preservation of locally owned, but nationally significant collections of materials 
that are publicly accessible including artefacts, letters, diaries, maps, photographs, and audio visual 
material. 
 
Applications close 5pm, Monday 4 May 2020 (AEST)  www.nla.gov.au/chg/guidelines.  
For further information or to discuss your application, Contact: Community Heritage Grants National Library 
of Australia Phone: 02 6262 1147  Email: chg@nla.gov.au 
 

Northern Territory Literary Awards - Entries Now Open 
Have you found yourself with a little more time on your hands these days? Well if you have creative 
or academic writing bones in your body we invite you to submit your unpublished work to the 2020 Northern 
Territory Literary Awards. Applications close Mon 1 June.  
 
Go to -  
https://ntl.nt.gov.au/northern-territory-literary-awards 

 

 
Help The NT Library Test Its Territory Stories Demo Site 
Ever wondered what the Darwin Experience from 1924 to 1931 was like? In Territory Stories you can learn 
a little about this period by looking through a digitised photo album from that time. 
 
Go to -  
https://territorystoriesdemo.nt.gov.au/10070/609840/0/0# 
 
If you are new to Territory Stories it is the place where NTL keep all of its digital and digitised collection 
items...there you will find photos, newspapers, digitised manuscripts, parliamentary papers and more.  
NT Library  have built a new website to view the collections and it needs help to make sure it works.  
Head to the website to start playing and send the NTL your feedback via email: territorystories@nt.gov.au 
 
Go to - 
https://territorystoriesdemo.nt.gov.au/10070/609840/0/0# 
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The Royal Australian Historical Society is Showcasing its Women’s History Month 
 During March the RAHS and its volunteers researched and wrote twelve biographies of women who have 
contributed to Australian history in various and meaningful ways. 
  
Biographies include Louise Mack (war correspondent), Dame Roma ‘The First’ Mitchell (first female Queen’s 
Counsel), Mary Ann Bugg (Aboriginal bushranger), and Mary Jane Beattie (colonial businesswoman). 
  
Go to -  
https://www.rahs.org.au/womens-history-month/ 
 
 
Podcasts 
 Libraries have eBooks and online journals, museums and galleries have virtual tours, and there are plenty 
homegrown history podcasts to binge on, including those  below: 

 Stories of women in male-dominated Darwin Prison 

 
Johanna Bell provides a 'Birds Eye View' of women who have left prison with a burning desire to change 
their lives. 
 
Go to -  
https://www.msn.com/en-au/video/sport/new-podcast-tells-stories-of-women-in-male-dominated-darwin-
prison/vp-BB11chfN 
 

 Big Adventures — aviator Charles Kingsford Smith 

Biographer Ann Blainey tells the tale of Smithy, king of the Milky Way, and his audacious flight across the 
Pacific in his plane the Southern Cross 
 

 Ten women — a series of murders in Depression-era Sydney 

Tanya Bretherton tells the story of the victims whose killings were largely ignored by police, and whose fate 
haunted the streets of eastern Sydney 
 

 The story of the Snowy 
When Siobhan McHugh set out to write a history of Australia's Snowy Scheme, she unearthed stories of 
pugnacious unionists, drowned towns and a love story on a laundry floor.  
 
Go to -  
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/episodes/ 
 
 

 The Eleventh is a new ABC podcast that relives the events that led to the Whitlam Government 
dismissal on 11 November 1975 

You’ve probably heard that famous "Well may we say" speech made by Australian Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam on the day he was sacked by the Queen’s representative ... or seen the grainy footage from the 
steps of old parliament house.    
But do you properly understand the extraordinary events leading up to the most dramatic day in Australian 
political history? How did The Dismissal actually happen? 
 
Go to -  
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/the-eleventh/ 

 

https://rahs.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5411a0b9294246e81efc5e50e&id=ce9869df27&e=b8c2ce91e3
https://www.msn.com/en-au/video/sport/new-podcast-tells-stories-of-women-in-male-dominated-darwin-prison/vp-BB11chfN
https://www.msn.com/en-au/video/sport/new-podcast-tells-stories-of-women-in-male-dominated-darwin-prison/vp-BB11chfN
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/ann-blainey-smithy-rpt/12141700
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/tanya-bretherton/12051750
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/siobhan-mchugh-snowy-scheme-rpt/12047818
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/siobhan-mchugh-snowy-scheme-rpt/12047818
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/conversations/episodes/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/the-eleventh/
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 Gallipoli: ANZAC misremembered 

  Changi and the POWs behind the wire 

  Was there a battle for Australia? 

  The Thai-Burma railway and the myth of the river Kwai 

Go to -  
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/ 
 
 
TROVE  
Join a community that's organising and improving online historical resources. 
 
TROVE, the National Library of Australia's repository of full-text digital resources and platform for 
aggregated information and metadata, would love your help in correcting the scanned text of historic 
newspapers, add images & create lists.  
 
Go to - 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/ 
 
History Trivia 
 
Knight's Folly 

Also known as the mud hut, it was designed by John George Knight an architect who later became the  

Government Resident of the Northern Territory 1890-1892. The hut was officially known as "Aspendale" 

and was  completed by prison labour in 1883.  It was located between Hughes Avenue and Kitchener Drive 

on the escarpment behind Government House. It was Darwin's first two-storey building and it had an 

impressive double verandah. It stood out from other homes in the vicinity until it burnt down in 1933. In 

2004, Dr Julie Mastin and a team of volunteers conducted an archaeological dig and found a french bullet 

that began manufacture in 1840, two opium bottles,  a very small scent bottle and lots of beer bottles.  
 

 

 
Knight's Folly 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/gallipoli-anzac-misremembered/11692320
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/changi-and-the-pows-behind-the-wire/11692340
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/was-there-a-battle-for-australia/11692364
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/the-thai-burma-railway-and-the-myth-of-the-river-kwai/11692520
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/myths-of-war/
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=a8c702a5b7&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=91d77b13ad&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=10aa24d43c&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=10aa24d43c&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=10aa24d43c&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=4142a9b860&e=b600f0244c
https://historycouncilnsw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f19c62ee0f30623dc381ecee&id=18605d49d3&e=b600f0244c
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrator_of_the_Northern_Territory


4  

 
Territory Women and the Vote 
 
From 1863 to 1911, the Northern Territory was administered by South Australia. On 18 December 1894, 
The Constitution Amendment Act was passed in the South Australian Parliament. This made Northern 
Territory and South Australian women, including Aboriginal women, the first women in Australia to win the 
vote and the first women in the world to have the right to stand for parliament. In 1895, prior to the 1896 
election, 776 people had enrolled. This included the majority of eligible white women of 82. There is no 
evidence that any Territory Aboriginal women enrolled. However, 100 Aboriginal women and men had 
enrolled in South Australia. However, it wasn't until 1960, when the first Territory woman was elected to a 
parliamentary position. Linda Marion Berlowitz was elected to the then Legislative Council as the member 
for Fannie Bay.  
 
Darwin's First Public Electricity Supply 
 
Felix Ernest Holmes first generated electricity in 1912 for his various businesses. Holmes was an all 
rounder. He owned pastoral properties, an abattoir, butchers/cold storage, bakery, racehorses, an 
icemaking & cordial factory, the Don Picture Show, he grew agriculture and had a fleet of pearling boats. 
From the corner of Smith and Knuckey Streets, Holmes produced electricity from a 19 horse power Tangye 
oil engine. His first customer was supplying light and power to Commonwealth Government services. In 
1923, he finally got permission from Council to erect electricity poles and cables down Smith Street and to 
supply a public electricity scheme. By 1925, Holmes' power poles extended along Kitchener Drive, Daly, 
Mitchell and Cavenagh Streets. Holmes died in 1929 but his Estate continued to supply electricity until 
1934 when the Darwin Council took control.  
 
 
Sunday 31 May- Botanical Gardens Open Day -10am to 2pm - HSNT book stall 
Please note that the open day has been cancelled.  

 



5  

 
Ode to Reginald Wilson (1931 – 2020)    Presented by Earl James AM at Reg's Funeral Service 
  
 

 
 
Reg developed a great respect for AGJ which he continued to hold for the whole of his professional 
career … a career that saw him eventually take over AGJ’s job as Supervisor, a job only surpassed in 
seniority by that of Surveyor General. And I’m sure that one day he would have reached that peak if he 
had not had three heart attacks that severely curtailed his abilities.   
 
Because I was a new chum to the Territory, I was taken in hand by Reg who took it upon himself to 
show me the ropes - or some of them. Reg Wilson was a local lad. As I recall he was born on Nicholson 
cattle station in the Kimberly region and I believe he had spent most of his life in the Northern 
Territory. He knew the Territory. He had blood relatives in the cattle industry living in such remote 
places as Newcastle Waters which those days was a typically rough outback cattle station and his life 
experiences evolved from his association with such people. He was a fair-dinkum bushman. Reg 
introduced me to the real outback bush, the great Book of Nature, and I took to it with a vengeance 
learning to turn its pages with every new adventure and learning to cope with its adversities.   
 
1953 was a year of pure delight. Reg took me under his wing and introduced me to many facets of 
Territory life. He and I were the only surveying cadets in town at the time and he saw it as his duty to 
acclimatise the new chum. He introduced me to barramundi fishing, magpie geese, pigmy 
geese, burdekin duck, and dense vine jungle. Together we visited such places as Manton Dam; Robin 
Falls on George Creek; old Chinese gold mine workings of Pine Creek; beautiful rain forest areas; the 
bamboo thickets that lined the Adelaide River; and the flood plains of that great river on which, at that 
time, ran massive herds of buffalo and wild horses. In those days seven decades ago, these places 
were virgin bushland.  
 
I thank Reg for giving me that introduction to the great Aust outback. I found the emptiness of the bush 
to be fascinating after the hurly burly of the cities. The silence of the night disturbed only by the stirring 
of long grasses, the screeching of cicadas, the movement of nocturnal animals and the croaking of 
frogs if we happened to be near water, had a lasting effect on me. This, coupled with the exhilaration of 
lying on the ground in a swag staring at the night sky with its billions of winking stars, became my idea 
of paradise. The poetry of nature is never dead.   

I came to the Northern Territory around Xmas 1952 
and one of the first persons I met was Reg Wilson. He 
was a cadet Surveyor with the Survey Section of the 
NT Administration. I joined him in the same capacity 
in early 1953 but there was a significant difference in 
our rolls. His was a permanent appointment in the 
public service. Mine was simply a casual labourer-like 
position as a survey chainman. But there was one 
very big similarity … we were both registered pupils of 
the same man … my father, Alan George James who 
just happened to be the Supervising Surveyor in the 
section. Reg’s relationship with AGJ was one 
of a receptive pupil and an intelligent mentor. Mine 
was one of a growling father and a hard-to-get-along-
with son. However, we both eventually qualified as 
Licensed Surveyors with Reg achieving his long 
before me.  
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Reg Wilson was a very taciturn sort of chap, a man of few words. He was full of valuable information 
but was always, even to the day of his death, reticent about divulging any of it unless he was pressed. 
In practical matters such as deciding the best place to camp or how best to stalk wild geese he very 
pragmatically taught by example. He was a mine of information about the Territory’s history especially 
with regard to the early explorers and the pastoral industry but he spoke about such matters only when 
some incident reminded him of a fact buried deep within his mental library of events and the people that 
created them. He was never effuse nor verbose but sometimes, without provocation he would come out 
with a story of great amusement. I remember one to this day and I quote:  
 
“I was out hunting with my uncle one day when we chanced upon a billabong that contained a flock of 
small black duck usually known as divers because of their habit of diving beneath the water to 
forage. We crept up to a bush growing on the bank and using it as a hide, my uncle let loose with both 
barrels of his shotgun. When the smoke cleared it was obvious that he had missed his targets as nary a 
bird was seen floating on the surface.  
“He reloaded and fired again and missed. Once more he tried but again, he missed. This was too much 
for uncle who was renown as a good marksman so he decided to have a cigarette and think about 
things. Well that was enough for me. I decided to go back to camp.   
“About an hour after I got back to camp my uncle walked in with a brace of black duck over his 
shoulder. I was amazed and quickly asked how he managed to achieve the impossible. He replied 
drily that ‘It weren’t too hard’ he said, ‘I rolled a smoke and lit it. I was enjoying the damage the smoke 
was doing to me lungs when I noticed something strange. Every time I puffed out that cigarette smoke 
those damned birds dived under the water. After a while I finally realised that each time I pulled the 
trigger, those damned birds could see the smoke from the gun, and they dived under the water before 
the buck shot could reach them. So I just sat there smoking … ‘till I drowned the buggers’”  
 
I rarely saw Reg in the later years of our lives but I always went to him when I needed information about 
NT historical matters. His mind was a goldfield of information. Reg was a long-time member of the NT 
Historical Society but he rarely accepted office of any kind. However, his annual membership 
subscription was invariably paid a year in advance. I have nothing but respect for the man.   
 
 
Rest In Peace Reg Wilson. You have my thanks.  
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