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Forthcoming Events 
 
Every Wednesday 12 June - 31 July - Exhibition Floor Talks: A Territory Story 
 
Held at the Northern Territory Library at 11.30am  
 
Curious to hear the story behind the story? Let the curators of a Territory Story take you on a journey to discover the 
people, places and events that have shaped the Territory and gain an insight into elements of the exhibition that 
resonate with them.  

 
 Tuesday 18 June - Talk on Creative in Evidence at NT Archives - 5.15pm for a 5.30pm start 

Through a Creative in Residence Grant offered by Arts NT and based at the Northern Territory Archives Centre, in 
April and May 2019 Darwin singer songwriter Tracey Bunn hosted a series of six intimate performances at the 
Northern Territory Archives Centre with local women songwriters who shared their songs and personal insights into 
how they were written and the inspiration behind them. 

During her residency Tracey also took the opportunity to delve into the Archive collections for inspiration to write her 
own songs about some resilient and formidable women in the Territory’s history.  

Tracey Bunn has spent over 20 years honing her craft, touring relentlessly in venues and festivals across Australia, 
Ireland, Europe, and the UK, both solo and with her original band the Toe Sucking Cowgirls.  

In a wrap up of the residency the Northern Territory Archives Centre will host a final performance by Tracey, with 
Melanie Gray and Rachel Rachel, including presentation of the songs written during her residency. 
 
Saturday 4 July at Parap Markets  
 
HSNT will be holding a book stall. Books will be sold at discounted prices.  
Drop and down and say hello to Janie and Bev. 
 
Wednesdays 10am to noon - HSNT booksales 
 
Every Wednesday our office at 1/16 Charlton Court is open for booksales. Everyone is most welcome to come and 
see what books we have for sale and say hello to our wonderful volunteer, Susan Cameron.   
 
HSNT Field Trip 26-28 July (Darwin show weekend)  
 
The planning for our annual field trip is underway. The Mary River Roadhouse will be our base with day trips taken 
to south Kakadu and the possibility of visiting Glencoe Station. Members are to meet at the Mary River Roadhouse 
on Thursday 25 July. If you are interested in joining the field trip, please contact the HSNT on 0487 413 709 or email 
hsnt@iinet.net.au. An itinerary will be emailed to you as soon as it is available.  
 
Saturday 2 November - History Colloquium at the NT Library – An all day event 
Save the Date !  – A programme will be emailed closer to the date  
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Highlights of Previous Events 
 
Celebrating 'The Victoria River District Doomsday Book' by Dr Darrell Lewis 
 
There was a large turnout at the NT Library to hear the inside stories on Darrell's research into his latest publication.  
 
This publication on the Victoria River District has been the result of 36 years of research and collecting  many 
personal stories. The publication is available on line and is a living history. Contributing to the social history of the 
VRD were pastorialist, Ian McBean, NT Library, Charlie Ward and Dr Robyn Smith. From the floor, Geoff Beere, 
Roger Steele and Ernie Rayner provided colourful cattlemen stories from the 1950s & 1960s. HSNT Committee 
member, Dr Smith is currently researching colonial frontier massacres in the NT on behalf of the  University of 
Newcastle. Darrell's research has contributed to the project. 
 
 

 
  From left: Ian McBean, Darrell Lewis & 
    Robyn Smith  

From left: Geoff Beere, Roger Steele, Ian McBean & 
Ernie Rayner  

 

 

New Publications 

LAMB John  2019 The Japanese Grave of Warruwi [Goulburn Island NT] 
$15.00   Postage & Handling $5.00  This is an Occasional Paper      
On being told that there was a lonely Japanese grave on  
south Goulburn Island, John put his research and detective skills to  
use to find out more about the occupant of the grave. Amazingly,  
John was able to discover his name, the reason why he lived and died in 
the region and even tracked and met his family in Japan 
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WOLFE Jackie 2019 Crossed Tracks On Ngurra Mala: Ownership and  
Dispossession Requests and Resilience at the Centre of the  
Northern Territory of Australia 
$40.00  Postage & Handling $20.00 
Crossed Tracks tells stories of the life changes that the Aboriginal and 
 non-Aboriginal people who live at the crossing of these tracks in and 
around Marlinja-Newcastle Waters and Kulumindini-Elliott have  
experienced since the arrival of non Aboriginals 
 

 

 
WHAT is our mission? 
 
The Council is re-examining the mission of the Historical Society and looking to develop a strategic plan for the 
immediate future. How well is your Society fulfilling its mission as defined by its constitution? See below for what our 
constitution identifies as the objects and purposes of the Society. 

The Council is calling on members for comments. What are your thoughts on our mission? What could the Society 
be doing differently or better? Let’s have your thoughts: hsnt@iinet.net.au or 08 8946 6385 

Objects and Purposes of the Historical Society of the Northern Territory 

The objects and purposes of the Society as stated in the schedule [clause 2] of its constitution are: 
 
(a) the study of, research into and keeping of the history of the Northern and Central Australia or any matter of 
general historical interest; 
(b) to encourage the preservation and/or display of historical relics, records and other relevant materials, either by 
their deposit with a national authority or in such a manner considered appropriate by the Society; 
(a) to secure the preservation of places and objects of historical interest by local or Commonwealth authorities, or in 
any other way considered appropriate; 
(b) the promotion of the interchange of information by lectures, readings, discussions, excursions and exhibitions 
with publication of these as considered appropriate by the Society; 
(c) the printing, publication and circulation of books, journals and such other documents as may assist any of the 
objects of the Society in media [printed word, digital or other] as available to or considered appropriate by the 
Society; 
(d) the identification of places of historical interest; 
(e) the raising of funds by public prescription or otherwise for the use of the Society in promoting the objects of the 
Society; 
(f) to co-operate or affiliate with any other body whose objects are in whole or in part similar to those of the Society; 
(g) to apply the income of the Society wholly in promoting the objects of the Society; and 
(h) any other lawful acts, deeds and things which may be incidental or conducive to the attainment of these objects. 
 
 
 

Deductible Gift Recipient with the ATO  
 
The HSNT has Donor Gift Recipient (DGR) status. 
All donations to the Society of more than $2.00 is now tax deductable  
Donations must be paid into the HSNT Public fund: BSB: 015896 Account: 2237325272,  
Name and contact is needed for a receipt. Please email your details to    hsnt@iinet.net.au 
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Solo2Darwin Flight 

To celebrate and promote women in aviation and engineering Captain Amanda Harrison is flying her 1942 Tiger 
Moth (DH82a) from the UK to Darwin. She commenced her flight in May but  is currently delayed in Beirut.  
 
 

 
Amanda Harrison 

 

 
 
Amanda's Tiger Moth  

 

The Route 

 
 

Amanda's inspiration for the flight derives from the feats of Amy Johnson.  
 
Amy left Croydon Airport, UK on 5 May 1930 in a second-hand Gipsy Moth. She 
had no radio, no reliable weather information, her maps were basic and on some 
stretches of the route, she would be flying over uncharted land. In India she 
amazed an army garrison by landing on a parade ground and when she reached 
Burma (modern-day Myanmar), she faced the monsoon. Outside Rangoon an 
unorthodox landing tore a hole her aeroplane's wing and damaged its propeller. A 
local technical institute repaired the wing by unpicking shirts made from aeroplane 
fabric salvaged from the First World War. Despite forced landings and many other 
challenges Amy Johnson became the “British Girl Lindbergh”, “Wonderful Miss 
Johnson” and “The Lone Girl Flyer”. 
 
Amy went on to complete many other adventures and in the second world war 
she joined the ATA (Air Transport Auxiliary) where during a ferry flight she ditched 
and died. She did however go down in the annals of aviation as one of the 
greatest aerial pilots.  
 
Amanda's plan is to fly 9,260 nautical miles, take 30 days, land in 23 countries 
and undertake 33 take offs and landings.  
 
The Aviation Historical Society of the Northern Territory's Museum (the Darwin 
Aviation Museum) has been offered to Amanda and her aircraft. 
 
Information from https://www.amandajharrison.com/ 
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